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DOJ In the News… 
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Blue Line Leadership Podcast 

 

WI COMMAND COLLEGE—CLASS 11 FINAL PROJECT 
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 Division of Forensic Sciences 

 
October 1 and October 2, 2025 

8:30 AM—12:30 PM 
 

Please mark these dates in your calendar and plan to join us for the 6th Annual Wis-
consin Crime Lab Symposium! 
 
This year’s Symposium will be virtual and FREE! 
 
 
Some presentations this year include: 

 
•   Recent case rulings affecting Forensic Science 
•   Wisconsin Case Studies 
•   Technological Advancement in Forensics 

 
 
 
 
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
• Judges  
• Attorneys 
• Law Enforcement Personnel 
• YOU!  

 
Registration information coming soon! 
 
Questions? 
Contact the Symposium Committee: symposiumDFS@doj.state.wi.us 
 
Registration Questions?  
Contact Event Manager, Stacy Lenz at Stacy.Lenz@wisdoj.gov.  
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We are now pleased to offer an Advanced Peer Support one day course which will take a deeper 
dive into the topics you requested. 

Those include: 

• Vetting Resources 

• Team Building 

• Culture Shift in your Agency 

• Positive Psychology 

• Scenarios...scenarios...scenarios - on a wide variety of issues you encounter with your team. 
 

• Peer support resources 

• Confidentiality 

• Ethics 

• Communication skills 

• Breaking the stigma 

• Practicing self-care 

• Grief management 

• Recognizing behaviors associated with 
suicide 

• Substance use and abuse

• Building and maintaining and peer support 
team

REGISTER 
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VINE COUNTY JAILS AND VICTIM NOTIFICATIONS FEBRUARY 2025 
 

 
 

 

County Jail Administration 
Responsibilities   
Each county jail needs at least one VINE County 
Jails Administrator, who serves as the lead for 
VINE related issues. Many counties choose to 
have multiple administrators.  
 
VINE County Jail Administrative Users can: 

• Manually generate notifications in the 
event of a system outage using the 
emergency override procedure.  

• Block certain inmates from appearing on 
vinelink.com (ex: confidential informants 
or high-profile incarcerated persons). 

• View information on registrations and past 
notifications in the county. 

• Stop unwanted notifications, when 
requested by the registrant.  

An administrator can also create new county 
staff users, disable accounts, and reset user 
passwords in the administrative portals of VINE 
County Jails. Additionally, administrators 
receive notifications about system issues.  
 
To request administrative access to VINE 
County Jails, an agency should contact OVSP 
with the name, title, email, and phone number 
of the person (or persons) in need of access.  
 
When an administrator retires or leaves the 
agency, the agency should plan that the 
responsibilities are transferred to another 
person in the agency. This helps ensure 
accurate, timely notifications continue for all 
registrants.  
 
When changing or upgrading a jail 
management system, administrators should 
notify OVSP as soon as possible to reduce the 
length of service disruption.  
 
 

Emergency Override 
Procedure 
When a jail is offline, VINE County Jails will send 
an email notification to the administrator(s) for 
the county. This notification will include a list of 
inmates with active registrants who require 
notification if there are status changes during 
outage. It is imperative that agencies have a plan 
in place to ensure registrants continue to receive 
timely notification of changes in an inmate’s 
custody status.   
 

Electronic Monitoring and  
Huber Release 
 
VINE has the capability to send out a 
customizable notification to registrants that the 
inmate has been released from custody on 
electronic monitoring or Huber.  
 
Jails are encouraged to utilize this capability to 
provide registrants with detailed information 
regarding an inmate’s custody status (See 
Example A). 

Example A 
 
 
 

 
This e-mail is to inform you that TEST 
INMATE with offender number 
920100625987 was placed on 
unsupervised custody status: 
Electronic Monitoring on 01/13/2025. 
 
As a result, this offender will not be 
under constant correctional 
supervision. If you have any concerns 
about your immediate safety, contact 
your local law enforcement agency, or 
if you have an emergency, call 911. 
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VINE COUNTY JAILS AND VICTIM NOTIFICATIONS FEBRUARY 2025 

Additional Considerations 
• VINE’s website will display individuals who

are inmates incarcerated in a Wisconsin
Department of Corrections institution, and
individuals who are on community
supervision through the Wisconsin
Department of Corrections, Division of
Community Corrections; however,
registration is disabled.

If an individual who is not currently a
county jail inmate displays on the website,
the appropriate resource contact
information will be listed for further
information (See Example B).

• If an individual is on community
supervision and is booked in a county jail,
two records will display on the VINE
website. One record will indicate the
individual is out of custody on community
supervision, and the other record will
indicate the individual is in custody in a
county jail. VINE does not recognize these
as the same individual, as one is populated
by Wisconsin Department of Corrections
data, and one is populated by the county
jail booking number (See Example C).

 Example B 

NEED HELP? 

For assistance or questions about VINE County Jails, contact the Wisconsin Department of Corrections, 
Office of Victim Services and Programs (OVSP) at: docovspadmin@wisconsin.gov.  

For troubleshooting issues with VINE, provide as much information as possible (including examples) and a 
technical contact to expedite the resolution process.  

Example C 
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July 16-17, 2025 REGISTER 

Sept 15-16, 2025 REGISTER 

 

Sept 25-26, 2025 REGISTER 
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Who is eligible? 

• A person who is injured or killed as a result of 
a compensable crime 

• A person who is injured or killed 
while attempting or succeeding in: 

 Preventing a crime/aiding law 
enforcement, 

 Apprehending an offender of a crime, or 
 Aiding a victim of a compensable crime 

• Compensable crimes are listed in Wis. Stat. 
§949.03(1)(b)- see reverse side 

• Victim must have suffered actual bodily harm, 
or mental/psychological trauma. 

• Examples: 
 A person who has been physically assaulted 
 A person who reports a sexual assault 
 A victim of domestic violence 
 A family member, domestic partner, or 

someone who resides with a homicide  
victim 

 A person who was victimized as a child 
and is now an adult. 

What can CVC pay for? 

• Medical expenses 

• Dental expenses 

• Mental health for both victims and parents of 
minor victims 

• Net lost wages for victims, parents of minor 
victims and family/household members of 
homicide victims 

• Loss of support 

• Caregiver services 

• Clothing/bedding held as evidence 

• Computer/mobile phone held as evidence 

• Property destroyed by crime lab testing 

• Securing/cleaning of a crime scene 

• Funeral/burial expenses 
  
The maximum benefit per claim is $40,000. 

  

Property loss or damage is not covered other 
than those items described above. The victim 
must have suffered a physical injury or  
mental/psychological trauma. 

What makes a claim ineligible? 

• The victim engaged in conduct which  
substantially caused or contributed to his/her 
injury or death 

• The victim committed a crime that caused 
or contributed to his/her injury or death 

• The incident was not reported to law  
enforcement within 5 days of the crime or with-
in 5 days of when the crime could reasonably 
have been reported* 

• The application is not filed with the  

program within one year of the date of the 
crime* 

• The victim does not cooperate with 
law enforcement, through prosecution. 

o However, criminal charges do not have to 
be filed; a crime victim can still apply and 
be found eligible. 

  
*Note that these timelines may be waived in certain instances, particularly 
if the application involves a child or vulnerable adult. 
*Exceptions also apply to adults that were victimized as children. 

  
Examples: 

• A victim who does not cooperate with 
the investigation or prosecution 

• A victim who is injured or killed while engaged 
in an illegal drug transaction 

• A victim whose wallet has been stolen 

How do victims apply? 

• Victims can call the toll free line at 
1-800-446-6564 

        to have an application sent to them 

• The application can also be accessed on 

the website: www.doj.state.wi.us/ocvs 
 
The program does not cover property crime, 

property loss, legal fees, or stolen money or  
prescriptions. 

 
Law enforcement is required by statute to 
provide information about crime victims’ 
rights, including information about the Crime 
Victim Compensation Program, to all victims. 

The Crime Victim Compensation Program 
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Division of Criminal Investigation 

 

Wisconsin Department of Justice Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 

Wisconsin Department of Justice Crime Victim Services  
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WI DOJ Office of Crime Victim Services 
www.doj.state.wi.us/ocvs 

WI ICAC Homepage 
ICAC.widoj.gov  

National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children 
www.missingkids.org/ 

Content Removal  
www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/cybertipli
ne 

VINE Link: Victim Notification Network 
www.vineline.com/#state-election 

Thorn for Parents 
https://parents.thorn.org 

Resources 

Crisis Response 
We provide direct assistance to victims 
and survivors, family members, and others 
impacted by ICAC related issues. This 
includes in person or virtual support when 
making a report to law enforcement.  

Criminal Justice Advocacy  
We help victims and survivors navigate the 
criminal justice system by being a liaison 
with law enforcement, explaining aspects 
of the criminal justice process, helping 
victims understand their rights, assisting 
with evidence return, and assisting with 
crime victim compensation applications.  

Resource Navigation 
We help clients connect to resources such 
as local victim service agencies, mental 
health support, government programs, 
and others to help build resiliency and aid 
in healing.  

Content Removal Support  
Our team helps victims and survivors with 
the process of reporting child sexual 
abuse imagery on the internet and access 
resources that may be able to assist with 
content removal and notification options. 

Education  
We provide education to help promote 
healthy conversations, discuss online 
safety strategies, and best practices for 
supporting children who have experienced 
online exploitation or abuse. 

To learn more about our services or 
to request victim assistance from 

one of our specialists, please email 
ICACservices@doj.state.wi.us. 

This project is supported by Victims of 
Crime Act Subgrant No. 2019-VO-01-16757 
awarded by the Wisconsin Department of 

Justice Office of Crime Victim Services 
under a grant from the U.S. Department of 

Justice Office for Victims of Crime. 

Wisconsin Internet Crimes  
Against Children Task Force 

Victim Service Program 

Wisconsin Department of Justice 

Services Offered 
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As a parent/guardian, it can be difficult 
to know where to start. Many share the 
fear of not knowing the “right” thing to 
say. Statements that validate and 
support are always a safe place to start 
and can remind your child that they are 
loved, heard, and safe.  

 

It’s okay if you don’t have all the answers. 
Reassure your child that whatever happens 
next, you will face it together.  
 
Be mindful of what you say around your 
child. A statement made from frustration or 
your own personal thoughts can be harmful 
(ex: their life is ruined, etc.)  
 
Reassure them they did nothing wrong. 
Many tend to blame themselves for what 
happened. If you child feels responsible, 
reassure them it was not their fault.  
 
Encourage your child to talk/ask 
questions. If they feel they may upset you, 
let them know it’s okay to tell you about all 
their feelings, even the bad ones.  
 
Reinforce positives. Remind your child of 
their strengths.  
 
Take care of yourself. Remember to 
practice self-care so you can continue to 
support your child. It is okay to seek 
counseling or support for yourself.  
 

“I believe you” 
“Thank you for telling me” 

“You did nothing wrong” 
 

 

 

 

It can be difficult to talk with your 
child about how they are feeling after 
being victimized. Youth can have a 
variety of reactions and often act out 
their feelings rather than talking 
about them. 
 
Physical 
Head or stomach aches, sleep 
disturbances, changes in appetite, 
inability to focus, weight gain or loss 
 
Emotional 
Sadness, depression, outbursts, 
fearfulness, mood swings, anxiety, 
self-harming or suicidal thoughts 
 
Behavioral 
Sudden behavioral changes, 
increased irritability, increased or a 
change in risk taking behaviors 
(alcohol or drug use, self-harming 
behaviors, talking to strangers online, 
sexting), reverting to behaviors they 
have outgrown (ex: bedwetting).  
 
 
 

Help is available. 
If your child is having thoughts of 
hurting themselves or someone 

else, seek evaluation at the 
nearest emergency room or call 

9-1-1. 
 
 

 

 

Online Safety Ideas 
Protecting children online is about creating and maintaining open lines of 
communication. Talk with your child about dangers and risks online, apps they use, and 
people they communicate with. Set family guidelines such as no-electronic zones 
(bathrooms and bedrooms after a certain time), know your child’s account information 
(screen names, passwords, usernames), and have computers in common areas of the 
home. For assistance with safety planning or to learn more about online safety 
resources, please email ICACservices@doj.state.wi.us or visit our website at 
https://icac.widoj.gov.  
 

 

For Parents/Guardians Common Reactions 

“I love you” 
“You are brave” 

“It wasn’t your fault” 
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Contact Us 

Address: 

P.O. Box 7857 

Madison, WI 53707-7857 

(608) 266-1221

To send an email, go to the 

following webpage: 

DOJ Contact Form 

Visit us on the web at:  

https://www.wisdoj.gov/ 

Follow us on X 

@WisDOJ 

Facebook 

@WisDOJ 

Law Enforcement  

Employment Opportunities 

Please visit the Department of Justice WILENET webpage at 

Employment Opportunities | WILENET   

You will find the most up-to-date Law Enforcement  

Employment Opportunities across the state located here. 
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